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This time of year, with
the excitement and stress
of the holidays, we see an
increase in the number of
lost pets reported. Please
be aware of this, and take
precautions, so you don't
suffer the loss of your
beloved pal. If the
unthinkable happens, and
you do have a lost pet,
don't panic — increase
your chances of a
successful recovery by
using the helpful
resources on the
Havanese Rescue Inc web
site in the "Amos Alert"
section.
http://
www.havaneserescue.com
[AAresources.html

Like what you see in
HH? Then subscribe to
the Havanese Hotline
http:/www.havanese.org/
documents/subscribe.htm
the official publication of
the Havanese Club of
America for more in
depth news of local clubs,
rescue stories, rally
articles and other handy
tips.
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When | was young enough that "Jingle bells,
Batman smells" seemed like great wit, the worst thing
| could imagine wrapped up with a bow was a pair of
pajamas instead of a game or a book. This year,
following a massive pet food recall and over 20
million recalled children’s toys (most of them from
China,) people shopping for children’s and pet toys
have far more to worry about.

The greatest reason for recall of children’s toys in
the last few months has been lead. This problem
shows up almost exclusively in painted items, both
plastic and wood. Plush toys involved in recalls
generally had problems with portions of the toy
bearing lead paint. The other reason for recalled
children toys is primarily loose parts, be it button eyes
or loose screws. (We won’t comment on the latter
with regard to toys, but public response to these
recalls indicate there is question about how long
“loose screws” were ratting around for those
responsible for maintaining public safety
http://tinyurl.com/2bxuyy

These recalls involve children’s toys overall. It's not
that there are no problems with pet toys. Rather,
there are no established standards with regard to
lead and other toxins including arsenic, cadmium
and chromium in pet toys! Neither is there any formal
and regular testing of pet toys. Reports of problems
with lead, mercury and chromium in pet toys have all
followed independent requests for testing.

http:/tinyurl.com/35psu3

@ PAGE 4

@® VOLUME 2 | @ ISSUE 1 @ 2008

Toxic Toys? What’'s YOUR Dog Chewing On?

By Lu Wyland

http://www.dogtopics.com/133/dog-toys-from-china-
why-we-should-be-worried/

http:/Ainyurl.com/2Ir2ur

http:/Atinyurl.com/3bmkd8

Home Tests for Lead

There are tests created to do home tests for lead in
toys. Allison Aubrey of National Public Radio did a
story on the efficacy of these tests. http:/
www.npr.org/templates/story/
story.pho?storyld=16951320

The focus of the story was on children’s toys.
Consumers Union (publisher of Consumer Reports)
found three of the five home lead test kits were
considered useful in screening for surface lead
paint. http://tinyurl.com/yw9c4f Taking into
consideration the way our dogs use toys, i.e.
chewing, licking and carrying them in their mouths, it
would be useful to know if lead was on the surface
of a pettoy. It should be noted that the Consumer
Product Safety Commission found home lead tests
unreliable. http:/tinyurl.com/2dsudj You would do
well to read both reports and make your own
decision.

What Can You Do?

Many people have decided to discontinue the use of
rubber or plastic toys other than those made in the

USA. Reading the label is the easiest route to take.
(...Continued on page 2)



@® PAGE 2

Toxic Toys..

(Continued from page 1)

To save you some time, in researching this
article, it was found that among the companies
that make at least some of their pet toys in the
USA are Kong, Jolly Pets and Planet Dog. (The
Orbee line from Planet Dog are made in the U.S.
Their plush toys are still made in China though
the company reports they are working on
changing that in the next few years.) Only two
companies examined for this story made all their
pet toys in the United States - Ruff Dawg and
West Paw. The former focuses on soft rubber
chew toys while the latter makes plush toys and
rubber toys under the line, Huck and Hurley.
Between the two companies, you can cover all
the chewing needs of the Havanese in your life

and your home with toys made in the U.S.!

HCA HORIZONS

We Get Letters!

The Horizons staff received this letter
regarding the Liver recipe we published in
our last issue:

Hi Lu,

Well, | finally made them yesterday, and it
was certainly fragrant around here for a few
hours! | think the idea is to make a ton of
them in the summer, when the windows can
be open, and then freeze them. I'm got a
couple new foster kitties here who came
from a kitten mill, and were pretty starved
when they arrived, and everytime | walked
through the door they had an especially
hopeful look on their litle faces. When |
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gave Michon his first new treat, he was a
little tentative, but not so for the second
one! And, his friend Gracie upstairs (a shih
tzu/bichon puppy), who is quite picky about
her treats, didn't even hesitate when she
got one this morning. So, they're a hit! It's
great knowing that they're being given
something where you know exactly where it

came from, with no additives, to
boot.Thanks, again, for publishing the
recipe!

Best regards,
Lori

DOQ Shows - what are they all about anyway?

By Cindy Lisai

So just what are those dog shows all
about anyway..

All that most people know about dog
shows is what they might see on TV once
or twice a year, and yet there is so much
more behind the tradition. In fact, showing
dogs is one of America's oldest surviving
sports.

A Bit About the History

Dog shows are said to have started in
England in the early 1800's as social
gatherings, where those interested got
together to discuss and brag about their
breeding stock. As much as things change,
some things still remain the same, and itis
still the foundation of the sport of dogs, to
gather to show off our breeding stock. (and
yes we still brag too!). There is great charm
in a sport so deeply seated in tradition.

America's oldest and most prestigious
annual dog show is the Westminster
Kennel Club Dog Show, now famous in its
own right. Steeped in tradition, the
Westminster was conceived at the
Westminster Hotel in New York City by a
group of sporting dog enthusiasts in 1876.
Called the "First Annual New York Bench
Show of Dogs" on May 8 - 10, 1877, at the
Gilmore Gardens on Madison Avenue, this
first Westminster show was only the

second dog show ever to have been held in
the United States. Today the Westminster
remains the oldest continuous sporting
event in America, with the exception of the
Kentucky Derby which began two years
earlier.

In 1884 the American Kennel Club (AKC)
was established to promote the study,
breeding, exhibiting, and advancement of
purebred dogs, all of which they maintain
today.

On February 11 - 12, 2008 the 132nd
Annual Westminster Dog Show unfolds
once again in New York City at the Madison
Square Garden. By tuning in, you can
share in the experience and traditions of
the sport's most prestigious show . Aside
from the TV coverage of the show you can
also go to the Westminster Kennel Club
web site, www.westminsterkennelclub.org,
where they have a wealth of information on
the show, for this year and years past.
While you're there, don't miss one of the
most interesting, entertaining, and even
educational things to do on this site - the
streaming videos of the all of the dogs in
the Breed competition. This is where the
base of the competition starts for what is
then seen in the Groups on TV. We will
leave the details of groups and judging for
next time when we will begin to cover how
a dog show works. Until then, be well.

Great Reads!’

This list was recommended and compiled by
Havanese Fanciers! These books can be purchased
at www.amazon.com orwww.dogwise.com

The New Dog Owners Manual by Karen Hedberg

How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live With
by Clarice Rutherford, David H. Neil

Getting in Touch with Your Dog by Linda Tellington
- (discusses an interesting technique for calming
dogs and getting them in touch with their bodies.)
The Other End of the Leash by Patricia McConnell

Mother Knows Best by Carol Lee Benjamin

How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live With by
Rutherford and Neil

The Culture Clash by Jean Donaldson

For the Love of a Dog: Understanding Emotion in
You and Your Best Friend by Patricia McConnell

Bichon Havanese by Zoila Portuondo Guerra
Havanese by Dorothy Goodale
The Joyous Havanese by Kathryn Braund

Dog Owners Veterinary Handbook by Carlson and
Griffin

Puppies for Dummies by Sarah Hodgson



Happy Holidays Shared With Our Havanese

By Mary Cane

Holidays, time for joy, time for cheer, time for
family and friends gathered to delight in the
warmth of traditions and reunions, right?
Why has my Havanese Harry chosen NOW to
forget his well learned social graces, greeting
visitors and family alike at times with a growl
rather than a happy dance? Why is Sophie
leaving unwanted presents under the tree
and forgetting that puddles do not, please?

Our precious
Havanese
bundles of joy,
who share their
love and joy
with us vyear
round, never
would we leave
them out in the
cold (figuratively speaking) at this time of
year... but.. will the break from daily routine
filed with Holiday parties comfortably
crowded with our favorite people, music and
special foods sweeten the days for
Sugarplum and Milo too?  WIill our travel
plans delight Dixie? Will the New Year
fireworks brighten their night too?

Carohav’'s Gunner

The changes in routine have not been
anticipated and prepared for by our
Havanese; rather their world seems turned
topsy turvy all on a winter's night! If your
sweet little ones regress in their
housebreaking or exhibit unacceptable or
aggressive or defensive behavior, perhaps
it's because their unique needs and viewpoint
have not been considered as carefully as our
own.

To lessen confusion and stress for them, try
to follow your normal routine as much as
possible, trying not to vary their feeding,
walking and playtime schedules. Dont
overindulge your pet with unfamiliar or
inappropriate foods for which you may both
pay the price later. Keep an eye on the buffet
table, and secure leftovers and garbage!
NEVER allow your Havanese access to
alcohol.

For the parties you host, not only may your
Havanese be uncomfortable or frightened
when a large group of unfamiliar people
boisterously invade their peaceful home;
some guests may feel the same about visiting
your beloved Hav. Perhaps providing a quiet
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room for your Havanese that will not be used
by guests, or having them crated with a Kong
or favorite treat if that is a safe place for them,
will be the answer. Be aware of increased
comings and goings of non family members
who may not know not to let your Havanese
slip out the front or side door.

If travel is in your holiday plans and you're

taking your Havanese with you, all of the
normal travel precautions must be taken with
extra care. Identification preferably
permanent, such as a Microchip, whether
your Havanese is traveling or being boarded,
is absolutely necessary.
Consider the impact on your Havanese of
being in strange surroundings, as well as on
your host’'s family, and bring familiar bedding,
crate toys, dishes, food, and crate.

This Holiday Season can be enjoyed by the
entire family, including Harry, Sophie, Dixie,
Sugarplum, Milo, Frankie and litle Gunnar
too with a little extra effort on behalf of our
cherished and
sometimes
cherubic
canine
companions,
our every day
is a celebration

- Havanese
family
members.
Moored'’s Little Girl
Helpful Links
Holiday tips from the AKC http:/

www.akc.org/public _education/
holiday safety.cfm

Tips on holiday travel planning for your
Havanese: http:/
www.veterinarypartner.com/
Content.pIx?P=A&A=1584

Information on how to be prepared for the
unthinkable, a lost Havanese: http://
havaneserescue.com/AAresources.html

Dogs and Fireworks: http://
www.expertclick.com/NewsReleaseWire/
default.cfim?Action=ReleaseDetail&ID=16
451
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Havanese
Roundtable

Questiorr.

“We are building a new home and will have a
very large backyard. We will fence in part of the
yard for a large run, play, and potty area for our
6 Havs. What is the best material to place for
ground cover in this area? | have been
considering sod, pine bark mulch, small pea
gravel, large pea gravel, etc. Would like to hear
what works for others.”

Answers:

1. No grass? | have clients who have made
fantastic potty places out of railroad timbers filled
the first layer with coarse sand; then gravel, then
fine sand and then plant a grass that will grow in
the top layer of sand. Alternatively, they put a fine
layer of pea gravel as the top layer. Patt McRae

2. Many find large pea gravel to be a good
surface; liquids run through it, it's easily hosed
and can even be sprayed with a disinfectant.
You do lose some with pooper scooping so it
needs to be replenished occasionally. My dogs
do not like pea gravel, they do everything they
can to avoid it. We have an area of pea gravel
surrounded by railroad ties, and they tightrope
walk the railroad ties to get to the other side of
the area. There is an area of large bluestone
pieces in the pea stone and they prefer to use
that for their potty area; it also can be hosed
etc.. Blue stone or slate is great, but pricey.
My dogs like grass and that is what their large
yard is. Kept mowed very shor, it's not that
hard to pooper scoop. With white dogs, we try
to keep them out of it until the freshly mowed
grass has dried well or we have dogs who
would look great in a St. Patty's day parade.
Mary Cane

Question:

T took my six month old Havanese in for a
check up and mentioned he had been 'scooting’
on his butt. The vet looked at his stool but didn't
see any parasites and said the puppies anal
glands had to be expressed. It smelled awful!
What is this and why does it happen? Will he
have to have it done the rest of his life?

Thanks for any help.”

Answer:

Anal Glands are two small glands just inside
your pet's anus. The material secreted into
these glands is thick and foul smelling.

(...Continued on page 4)
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How To Defrost a “Havsicle”

By Charlene Wallace

Some things work better than others. The three youngest of my Havs will
get a snowsuit that will work a lot better at keeping the snowballs off in the
first place. They have doggie sweaters or sweats that help, but they still
get a mess of snowballs stuck to them. “Reme” was especially bad
because she was searching for an avalanche victim and burrowing
through the snow with her face and head and just about completely buried
herself. My kids are only about 9.25 inches tall so they are easy to pick up
and carry to the kitchen sink, whereupon | take off their sweaters and
coats and then run warm water over them to melt the snowballs. If | have
time, | will just give them an entire bath, which includes soaking them in
conditioner. If we don't have time for a full bath, then | just squirt the parts
of them that got wet with a conditioner and water mixture (since they had
coats and sweaters on, their backs and sides are usually dry) and then
leave it on for a few minutes and then soak them in the sink with more
warm water. | do not rinse then conditioner off. It's usually only their legs
and feet, hind end and neck and head that need it as the rest of them has
stayed dry because they were covered. | squeegee them off and then
wrap them in a towel and blow them dry as | usually do, blowing and
combing and. or brushing at the same time. | try to time their baths for just
after they've had a fun day in the snow!! If it wasn't for the baths, they'd
be out there every day in the snow. They love it!!!

For more Winter Care tips from AKC visit htip.//www.akc.org/public _edaucation/
winter care.ctm

HCA HORIZONS
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Photo taken and submitted by
Charlene Wallace

Photo taken and submitted by
Kathy Robertson
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“Callie” owned and photographed by
Claudia DeVita

by Charlene Wallace

Havanese Roundtable ..
(Continued from page 3)

Most animals can empty these glands voluntarily for scent marking
or in self defense. Whenever your dog urinates or defecates, the
anal glands receive a small amount of pressure, and a tiny bit of the
fluid is released as his "scent" to mark the area. Your dog can also
express a little of his personal essence when he meets a fellow
canine. You see this when dogs meet and raise their tails in alert.
This action applies the pressure to the dog anal glands, and this
leads to the traditional butt sniffing By sniffing, the dogs learn to
identify each other by their scents.

Walking around and normal urination and defecation serves to
empty the glands but some animals become unable to empty their
glands on their own. The sacs can become impacted and
uncomfortable. Dogs with impacted anal sacs usually scoot their
rear on the ground in an attempt to empty the glands. Some dogs
will lick their anal area and other dogs will chase their tails.

If the dog can not empty them on their own, then either the vet or
the owner will need to empty them.

Itis felt by many, that feeding a low quality dog food increases the
chance of having impacted anal glands. They have more cereal as a
binder and produce softer stools. A high quality food that leads to
firmer more compacted stools may eliminate the problem. As with
any lay advice, one should consult their veterinarian.

Claudia DeVita

Have a question for Havanese Roundtable? Please submit your questions to the Editor
at aetzig@comcast.net. and remember to include “Question for Round-table” in the
subject line!

© Copyright for all material in this publication not otherwise credited is held by the Havanese Club of America, and permission to reproduce any material in any electronic or printed
version must be specifically requested in writing. Contact the editor at aetzig(@comcast.net with comments, or questions.



